
- 1 -   

 
IGRA Annual Convention 

Denver Colorado 
November 15-16, 2025 – 9:30 am 

M I N U T E S 
 
 
The convention was called to order by President Brian Helander at 9:30 AM. 
 
Convention Rules Convention Rules were reviewed by the Parliamentarian Benjamin Avant. 
  
Secretary Gene Fraikes conducted a roll call of the Delegates present.  
Credentials/Membership Report Given by Secretary Gene Fraikes.  Gene reported that all 
current member associations had met the requirements for seating at this convention.  Gene 
also advised that it is the recommendation of the Membership Committee that Florida Gay 
Rodeo Association (FGRA) be seated as a Member association. The Membership committee 
also requested that the language found in the report be added to Exhibit A9 membership 
application and without objection that language will be added.  The President asked if there was 
any discussion on seating FGRA as a member association and seeing none, the motion passed 
and FGRA is now a member association and paid their dues to the Treasurer at that time.   
 
A motion was made by Tim Smith and seconded to approve the Minutes from Previous 
Convention November 16-17 2024 Grand Rapids MI. 
Motion Passed.  
 
Executive Board Reports  
President – Brian Helander   See Written Report  
Vice President – Michael Vrooman  See Written Report  
Secretary – Gene Fraikes   See Written Report  
 
Administrative Reports  
Corporate Auditor  See Written Report  
Motion to approve the Auditors report was made by Roger Courtamage and seconded.  Motion 
passed. 
 
Executive Director Tommy reported that 80 – 50yr buckles have been sold but you can still 
order the buckles from igrastore.com.  He advised that we want to place an order next week.  
 
Meeting was Recessed  
Reconvened 4:35 PM 
 
Treasurer report was given by David Hill See Written Report 
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Committee Reports 
Bylaws/Standing Rules:  See written report read by Benjamin Avant.  The following action items 
were presented to the convention floor.  The results are shown below. 
 BSR-02 Passed   
 BSR-03 Passed with resolution 
 BSR-05 Passed 

BSR-06 Motion made by Kami Boles and seconded to amend by removing item 2 
from 12A2 - amendment passed. 

 Motion as amended passed. 
BSR-08 Motion passed 
BSR-09 Motion passed4:35 PM 
 

 Rodeo Rules:  See written report read by Robert Thurtell.  The following action items were 
presented to the convention floor.  The results are shown below. 
 RR-01  Passed 
 RR-02  Passed 
 RR-03  Passed 
 RR-05  Passed 

RR-06 Bruce Roby made a motion and was seconded to amend the proposal to 
specify that the all-around money is drawn equally proportional from each 
event category prize pools.  Time expired for debate.  Motion to extend 
time was made by Candy Pratt and seconded.  Motion passed and time 
was extended an additional 10 minutes.  RR-06 was sent back to 
committee by the chair.  

 RR-07  Passed (Voided later) 
 RR-09  Passed 

RR-10  RR-10 was sent back to committee during debate by the chair. 
RR-13 The chair called for a standing count.  The count was 57/25 and the 

proposal passed.  
 RR-14  Passed 

RR-15 The chair called for a standing count.  The count was 50/28.  Requiring a 
2/3 majority to pass the motion failed. A roll call vote was called for from 
the convention floor.  Secretary called an association roll call vote.  The 
count was 59/24 and the motion passed.  

     
RECESSED FOR 10MIN 
RECONVENED 
 

RR-21 Doug Graff raised a point of order claiming RR-21 is a duplicate of RR-01.  
After investigation RR-21 was withdrawn.  Doug Graff raised an additional 
point of order stating that RR-07 failed in committee and should not have 
come to the convention floor for a vote. After confirming with the Rodeo 
Rules Chair, that the proposal did fail in committee it was determined that 
the vote on RR-07 is void. 

 RR-22  Passed 
 RR-23  Passed 
 RR-24  Passed 
 RR-25  Passed 
 RR-26  Passed 
 RR-27  Passed 
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 RR-28  Passed 
RR-29 Guy Puglisi made a motion to amend and was seconded to make the 

proposal read previous rodeo year instead of that year.  Amendment 
passed.  A motion was made by J. Roman and seconded to send it back 
to committee.  Motion passed. The Chair sent the proposal back to 
committee. 

 RR-30  Passed 
 RR-10NEW Passed 
 RR-31  Failed  
   
   
Gender Diversity  See written report with the following action item. 

COFR-01  Passed 
 
Public Relations  See written report  
 
Nominating   Roger Courtemanche See written report 
 
WGRF 2025-2026 Sammy Van Galder See written report 
 
Women’s Outreach Kami Boles  See written report 
 
Association Presidents Roger Courtemanche See written report 
 
Membership Standing Committee  Chair Brian Helander advised that the committee 

did not meet. 
 
Animal Welfare Stefanie Garber See written report. 
  
Judges Lead  Tom Sheridan  See written report with following action item.  
 JUD-01 Passed 
 
Arena Director 
Chute Coordinator 
Arena Crew Coord. Lead Tim Smith/Travis James See written report. 
   
Secretary 
Scorekeeper 
Auditor Lead  Ron Trusley   See written report 
  
RECESSED  
RECONVENED  
 
Rodeo Officials Committee 
 ROC-01 SOME GRAMATICAL CORRECTIONS WERE MADE TO THIS 
   PROPOSAL MOTION PASSES  
 
Social Media  Anthony Lumpkins-Hood/Emaly Allison See written report  
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An announcement was made by Tommy Channel concerning the Hall of Fame gala. 
 
 
RECESSED TO RECONVENE AT 0930AM 11/16/25 
RECONVENED AT 0930 
A role call was conducted by Secretary Gene Fraikes 
 
Ad Hoc Committee Reports 
Archives Roger Bergmann   See written report including a video. 
 
Budget – David Hill    See written report – financials are on the website.  
 
Rodeo Rules -   

RR-29 The Chair called for a standing vote. The count 
50/28 MOTION FAILS ACCOUNT NOT 2/3 
majority. 

RR-06 After some discussion the Chair sent it back to 
committee. 

 
Contestant Liaison – Daniel Brison and Janet Stange   See written report. 
 
Fifty Year Reunion at WGRF 2025          JUDY MUNSON  See written report with 

addition slides.  
         
Hall of Fame – Roger Bergmann See written report with additional slides and one action item.  
 HOF 01 PASSED 
            
Health and Safety – Tim Smith/Travis James See written report as well as read report from 

Mark Christensen. 
           
IGRA University – Jeffrey Neal   See written report. 
 
RECESSED FOR 10MIN 
RECONVENED 
 
IGRA at 2025 World Gay Pride/ Smithsonian Project Roger Bergmann/Jack Morgan See 

written report.  
                       
Convention 2026 Ron Trusley Ron gave a verbal overview of the plans for 

convention 2026.  The dates will be 11/11/26 
– 11/15/26. Ron gave an overview of the 
Hotel and what they offer.  Room rates will 
be $194.00 per night for King and $214.00 
for 2 queen beds.  Ron hopes that everyone 
will attend.  
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Marketing Chuck Browning/Scott Korff Scott gave an overview of the different IGRA 
Websites. Scott has created a site combining 
all the different websites he controls.  Chuck 
Browning presented the written report with 
additional slides.  

       
Information Technology 
Registration and RMS Update Brian Helander gave a verbal report.  He 

advised all that the Board of Directors has 
signed contracts for consultations as well as 
the new Webmaster for IGRA.com.   

                    
Sponsors/Fundraising/Grants  Robert Thurtell gave a verbal report.  Robert 

spoke about sponsorship in general and how 
you get sponsors.  Robert advised that the 
sponsorship group raised $26k-$28k in 
sponsorship for WGRF 2025  

 
IGRA Alumni – Mark Arnold   See written report 
 
President’s Round Table   See written report 
***Secretary failed to capture exact time report was given. 
 
New Business 
PROPOSALS 

NB-01 Michael Lentz moved and was seconded to amend the 60 
to 30. Motion on amendment passed. 

 Discussion continued on the amended proposal. Guy Puglisi 
moved and was seconded to amend item G wording.  
Amendment passed.  Proposal then passed.   

      
      

NB-02 Several minor changes were made without objection to what 
the event is called.  Motion passed.  

   
1215 RECESSED FOR LUNCH 
1505 RECOVENED 
 
1510 RODEO RULES   

RR-06V4 Motion was made by Roger Bergmann and seconded to 
separate the wording of World Gay Rodeo Finals from the 
way funds are distributed.  Amendment to separate 
passed.  
 
Discussion on the wording part ensued.  Motion passed.  
 
Discussion on the way the money is distributed ensued.  
Motion failed. 
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Election of Executive Officers Roger Courtemanche requested any further nominations 
     For Vice President – There were none. 

       Secretary – There were none. 
Nominations were closed.  

The President advised that without objection Kami Boles is elected Vice President. 
The President advised that without objection Gene Fraikes is elected Secretary. 
 
Outgoing Vice President Michael Vrooman spoke concerning his time on the Board of Directors.  
 
 
Announcements 
CGRA - TGRA - GSGRA - AGRA - GPRA - MGRA - NMGRA - NSGRA - DSRA 
ASGRA - NGRA - MIGRA - RRRA - UGRA – CRGRA – ILGRA - FGRA 
 
The convention adjourned at 4:00 PM 




























































































































































































































































































































